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Overview

HUL Web (Howard University Libraries’ Web site)

Searching library catalogs

Using periodical indexes

Databases & Online journals

Web sites & Evaluating resources

Research management tools



Workshop Goals 

To provide students with the information resources 
pertinent to their subject area of focus

To enable students to select, locate, access, retrieve, 
evaluate, organize, and preserve information 

To provide hands-on practice with a variety of database 
search interfaces and management tools



HUL Web > Access via homepage
http://www.howard.edu/library

Library Catalogs / OPACs
Sterling, WorldCat

Databases
Search/Browse > Databases > Architecture

Remote Access to Resources
Search/Browse > >>>Off-Campus Access

ILL
Services > Request Forms or Sterling > Request Forms ( ILL, Info. …)

General Reference
Search/Browse > General Reference > Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Almanacs, etc.

Architecture Library 



Architecture Library Web
www.howard.edu/library/architecture_library/default.htm

Search & Discovery
Sterling, WorldCat, RIBA, Databases, delicious guide, Facebook presence

Research Assistance
library guides: how to identify, locate, evaluate > articles, e-journals, 
databases, libraries and special collections

Research Tools
citation, bibliographic management, research notation, online resources



Online Public Access Catalogs (OPACs)

STERLING has information about print and online 
resources available only within the Howard University 
Library system 

WorldCat maintains a collection of over 50,000 libraries 
including Howard University. It is considered the world's 
largest network of library content and services. 



Keyword Searching

Most search engines and databases automatically 
search keywords or words anywhere unless you specify 
another type of search.

Keyword searching retrieves items that have terms that 
match the words you entered.  Terms are matched from 
any part of a Web page or any field within a record, 
therefore, the search yields more information with less 
precision. The objective is to recall as much information 
as possible.   

Source: Research 101, 
http://www.lib.uconn.edu/using/tutorials/rsearch/HTML/Search/Search06.htm



Recall vs. Precision Searching

Searches in specific fields such as author, title, subject 
or URL (Web address) will typically retrieve less 
information with more precision.

When working on a large original research project or to 
find unique (or recent) terms, a recall or keyword 
search is usually effective.

When you need a relatively small number of sources 
on a specific topic, precision searching is more useful.

Source: Research 101, 
http://www.lib.uconn.edu/using/tutorials/rsearch/HTML/Search/Search06.htm



Search Strategies

Logical or Boolean Operators are connecting words that 
narrow or broaden a search (AND, OR, NOT) [In most 
databases, when no operator is specified, “AND” is 
assumed.]

Wildcards / truncation symbols are used for searching 
variant forms of words (e.g., child* for child, children, 
childhood, etc.)

Quotation marks direct searching of exact phrases

Nesting  keeps terms within parenthesis together as a 
unit

Source: Research 101, 
http://www.lib.uconn.edu/using/tutorials/rsearch/HTML/Search/Search06.htm



Sterling Search Results Analysis



Reading the Sterling Record



Extend a Search via Subject Tracings 



Sterling’s  Limiting Features



Sterling Virtual Bookshelf



Subject Headings | Architecture>

Design and plans
Details
Environmental aspects
Exhibitions
Guidebooks, Manuals
History
Methodology
Psychological aspects
Research standards



Resources for Writers
Proposal Writing HF5718.5 …
Citing LB2369. …
Research PE1478 …
The Owl @ Purdue http://owl.english.purdue.edu/



Electronic Journals in Sterling

Search STERLING via Subject index 
e.g. subject ejournals

architecture ejournals 
architectural design ejournals
architecture and architectural history ejournals
architecture and society ejournals



RIBA Index



Reading the RIBA Record



RIBA Subject Tracings



Bibliographic Databases



DATABASES @ HU

EBSCO Academic Search Premier (default)
JSTOR
LexisNexis
Project MUSE

Proquest (search all databases at once or individually)
ABI Inform
Ethnic News Watch
Dissertations and Theses

ScienceDirect
Wiley InterScience



Wiley InterScience
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/home

Engineering > Architecture
Humanities and Social Science> Urban Studies



Wiley Inter-Science



Google Scholar



EBSCO



EBSCO



Web Resources

Government Websites >
e.g. Zoning, Regulations, Land use maps

Associations, Organizations> 
e.g. AIA, Urban Land Institute, United Planning Organization

University Web sites >
e.g. Michigan State University, Schindler’s Land Use Page

UC Berkley Media Center, Spiro Kostof lectures online

Directories > Google, Yahoo

Blogs > Google, Technorati, Bloglines



Evaluating Web Resources

Remember  to evaluate Internet resources 
using the following criteria:

Author
Audience
Scholarship
Bias
Currency
Links



Database tools & services

Citation Exports – variety of options
Send citations to designated email account or
Create accounts within database to centralize 
resources 

Citation Builder – NCSU (great builder!)
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/lobo2/citationbuilder/citationbuilder.php



Manage resources via delicious
(online bookmaking, categorization, social networking tool)

http://delicious.com



Zotero (a free bibliographic research tool)

Zotero [zoh-TAIR-oh] “a free, easy-to-use 
Firefox extension to help you collect, 
manage, and cite your research sources. 
It lives right where you do your work — in 
the web browser itself. “

http://www.zotero.org/



Questions? Comments?

ahumber@howard.edu


