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From the Head of School

The first week of 2006 has been an eventful 
week with changes, challenges and 
opportunities.  The response of the (MS)² 
students, parents, faculty and staff was very 
positive and inspiring.

The Field Trip to the Kennedy Center to see 
the play "Black Boy" was a resounding success! 
We are planning a February Field Trip to see 
the award winning movie, "Boys of Baraka", and 
to meet the movie's directors.  

The (MS)² students and school community 
extended an enthusiastic and warm welcome to 
our new core teachers, Mr. Carter, Ms. Worthy, 
and Ms. Reddick; and to our HU student interns 
and the Accelerated Morning and Extended Day 
staff members.

The daily student schedule was changed to a 
“block schedule” format in which the core 
subject classroom periods were extended to 75 
minutes to permit teachers to implement more 
in-depth and interactive lesson plans, and to 
allow more opportunities for individual and 
small group student-teacher interactions.  The 
initial response from (MS)² students and 
teachers has been positive.

A revised student discipline process was 
explained to the students and implemented 
when school resumed on Monday, January 9th.  
Students who repeatedly violate school rules 
will be referred for In-School Suspension, or 
more significant consequences if necessary.  
The student’s parent/guardian will be contacted 
by the Counselor.  This process is designed to 
reinforce our School community’s high 
expectations and standards for all of our 
students’ academic performance and behavior.  

The (MS)² Parents' Association will hold its next 
meeting on Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 P.M.  
Please note that the meeting will be held at the 
School, not at Blackburn Center.

Any parent interested in serving as a member of 
the (MS)² Board of Directors should submit a 
letter of interest and any other supporting 
materials to Ms. Lori Hayman, Director of External 
Affairs, by Friday, January 20th.  Several parents 
have already submitted their information.

The monthly Parent Workshop will be held this 
Saturday, January 14th at the school. There will be 
two 90-minute Sessions.  Parents are expected to 
attend one of the two Sessions.  

Session A  9:00 am - 10:30 A.M.   
Session B  11:00 am -12:30 P.M.

During each Session, parents will have the 
opportunity to meet with their student's homeroom 
and core subject teachers; receive information and 
technical assistance on using the home computer 
and Internet; and meet with 
(MS)² Board members, Dr. Organ and the 
Administrative Team.

Parents will also be able to pick up and/or 
purchase uniform shirts and sweaters, and reclaim 
lost clothing items from the student Lost and 
Found bin.

Dr. Paul Organ
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Welcome!
We are pleased to formally welcome Mr. R.L. 
Carter to our teaching staff as the lead 
Social Studies teacher.  While he has been 
with us for only a short number of weeks, he 
has already created a positive rapport with 
his students and is enthusiastic about raising 
the level of achievement of all (MS)² 
students and (MS)² itself.

Morning and Afternoon Acceleration
For the last six weeks, students have 
continued with their acceleration classes.  In 
the morning, the math students are 
continuing to work with the Singapore Math 
Series, Russian Math, logic puzzles, and 
practice problems from the DCCAS 
standardized test, grade level 8.  The 
science students are following the curriculum 
taken from the Mission Mathematics Series 
developed by NASA; while the various 
reading classes explore their creative side 
through individual writing projects.  

In the afternoon students clamor for their 
favorite classes.  This session they can 
choose from old favorites such as: 
Intramural Sports, Chorus, Sister Friends, 
Man Training, Study Hall, Quilting, Dance, 
Kicks4Kids, and Chess and Games of 
Strategy.  They also have a few new choices 
in Theater Arts and Digital DJing.

Parent Association Meeting
The January Parent Association Meeting will 
take place on Tuesday, January 17th from 
6:30 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. in the Middle School 
cafeteria. 

Watch This Space
Future issues will bring news from the Board 
of Directors after each monthly meeting.

Parent Volunteers
Thank you to all of the parents who have 
volunteered to date!  We are still in need of 
parent volunteers for the month of January.  
Please call Ms. Crystal Donaldson in the office to 
schedule a time when you are available.  We will 
be contacting all of the parents who have not 
yet volunteered in order to make an opportunity 
available for you.  Having everyone take their 
turn helps us all to make the Middle School a 
success. 

Website of the Week
www.funsocialstudies.learninghaven.com
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CALENDAR

Saturday, January 14th

Family Workshop
9:00 A.M - 10:30 A.M

11:00 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.
Howard University Middle School

Tuesday, January 17th

Family Workshop Make Up Session
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

Howard University Middle School

Tuesday, January 17th

Parent Association Meeting
6:30 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Howard University Middle School
Cafeteria

Monday, January 16th

No School
MLK Holiday


